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PORTABLE WHEELED DOLLY FOR CARRYING RECEPTACLE 
OF ARTICLES AND COLLAPSIBLE CHAIR 

Related Application 

1 This application is a continiiation-in-part of S.N. 10/682,287, filed 
October 10, 2003, under the title, "Portable Wheeled Vehicle for Canying 
Receptacle of Articles and Convertible Chair", by the inventor hereof, 
where the contents thereof are incorporated herein in its entirety. 

Field of the Invention 

2 This invention is directed to the field of portable y/vbstled dollys for 
receiving a receptacle for transporting selected articles, more particularly 
to a M^ieeled dolly for canying a receptacle for use by basebaU coaches in 
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transporting baseballs to a field to facilitate the coach's teaching of basic 
baseball fundamentals. 

Background of the Invention 

3 The invention preferably relates to a portable, \^eeled dolly 
receiving a receptacle for transporting quantities of baseballs to a practice 
field by a coach, for example. Additionally, the receptacle includes a 
coU^sible chair to allow the coach to rest while teaching the baseball 
fimdamentals. 

4 While the portable wheeled dolly carrying a receptacle of this 
invention is submitted to have broad apphcation in transporting a variety 
of articles, the finther descrq>tion will be, for convenience, directed to the 
preferred use thereof as a device for assisting a baseball coach in 
transporting dozens of baseballs to a practice field. For an effective 
practice, it is uiq)erative that sufficient equipment be provided to the 
many players to ensure the proper honing of their throwing, fielding and 
batting skills. 

5 Baseball and sofiball players spend a great deal of tune practicing 
and developing their batting skills by swinging at balls that are thrown at 
a relatively hi^ speed. This form of traming requires a pitcher or coach 
to repetitiously throw a large number of balls fi'om the pitcher's mound to 
the catcher behind the batter and home plate. Thus, it is desirable to have 
a baseball dispenser that is capable of holding a large quantity of balls, 
offering easy access to the quantity of balls, while providing a convenient 
means to transport the balls after practice. Baseball practice aids, such as 
batting aids, have been developed over the years, as exemphfied by U.S. 
Patents Nos. 5,823,894 to Actor, and 6,435,990 to Bradley. However, 
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only a limited number of aids were discovered for providing baseball or 
article dispensers to hasten and fecilitate batting practice, for example. 
Two of the latter dispensing devices are foimd in the following 
U. S. Patents: 

6 a.) No. 5,97 1 ,333, to Fiedor, discloses a movable self 
supporting tool implement stand, for the mov^ent of articles, having a 
means for separating, holding and storing tool implements in the vertical 
position, and a mobihty means for the articles is provided for permitting 
desired movement of the implement stand to and from and across a woik 
area. The stand accomphshes this with a structure comprising an outer 
peripheral shell frame and an inner fixed tubular frame having top and 
bottom surfaces disposed thereon. The outer peripheral shell frame may 
be a cylindrical bucket and the inner fixed tubular frame is completely 
removable therefrom to provide a free standing movable self siq)porting 
tool implement stand with a separate free standing bucket that may be 
used at the job sight. 

7 b.) No. 6,2 1 3,574, to Pierce, discloses a baseball dispenser for 
storing and dispensing a ball, where the dispenser comprises a cylindrical 
container which has an interior sized to hold a large supply of baseballs, 
softballs, and the like, and an opening at its top for receiving balls into the 
interior thereof The baseball dispenser has a pair of handles secured to 
the upper end of the container and a pair of wheels rotatably mounted to 
the lower end thereof for facihtating easy transportation across the surface 
of the ground. One or more support columns extend vertically from the 
bottom of the container, wherein a compression spring is disposed about 
each of the support columns. A circular platform is vertically shdably 
disposed within tiie container and is engaged with the support columns 
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such that the compression springs are constrained axially between the 
bottom of die container and the platform. The support columns serve to 
guide the platform as it travels in a vertical path along the interior of tiie 
container, and at the same time, the compression springs serve to 
automatically elevate the platform to a level at which the balls located on 
the top can readily be grasped for use as the balls are r^oved from die 
container. 

8 The prior art clearly recognizes the importance of providing 
teaching aids and other devices tiiat can facihtate the training and 
improvement of the playing skills of athletes, especially for large team 
sports where plural activities are conducted simultaneously. Baseball is a 
good example where many players must be kept active, and a large 
quantity of balls are used. Only the patent to Pierce ofTers the teaching 
staff the oiq)ortunity to transport this large quantity of balls. However, it 
Ms short in providing the training staff, i.e. coaches, die freedom of 
easily transporting the balls, while also giving them the opportunity to sit 
and lecture the players, when appropriate. The manner by which this 
invention offers these advantages to the coaches will become more 
apparent in the following description, particularly when read in 
conjunction with the acconq)anying drawings. 

Summary of the Invention 

9 This invention is directed to a portable, U^t-wei^t, receptacle 
carrying dolly, more precisely to such dolly that includes a convertible, 
platform that doubles as a receptacle transporting support, then as a seat 
after removal of the receptacle. For storage, the platform may be pivoted 
to its inoperative position against the vehicle frame. The portable dolly 



5 



hereof, in a preferred embodiment, comprises a pair of parallel, vertically 
oriented frame members, where the members are tubular in configuration 
and are fixed in the length of the frame. The upper members, at the 
respective free ends thereof, include a transverse support member tiiat 
doubles as a transporting handle. The free ends of the lower frame 
members mount a rotatable wheel, vertically offset from the free ends, for 
ease of moving and transporting the vehicle. At a midpoint of the 
vertically oriented frame members is a pivotally mounted frame, having a 
planar member that frmctions to support the canied receptacle during a 
transporting mode, and as a seat in an idle mode. The pivotally mounted 
frame includes a pair of Z-shaped brackets, with a first leg thereof 
mounted to a respective vertical oriented fi^e member. A second leg of 
the Z-shaped brackets moimts a pivotal sleeve or axle on which the planar 
member is fixed. In a preferred embodiment, the forward sides of the 
pivotally mounted frame are an^ed toward one another, where the 
midpoint of the planar member, between the forward sides, fiirther 
mounts a pair of brackets fi%e to which is mounted a pivotal leg, 
especially for supporting the wei^t of a seated individual. The upper 
surface of the planar member may include one or more embossed ribs to 
help in supporting the receptacle, especially when used in a transporting 
mode. In a transporting mode, the pivotally mounted fi:ame is lowered and 
a suitably sized receptacle is placed thereon and held on the planar 
member, such as by elastic type straps, as known in the art, and by the 
one or more embossed ribs. In a static mode, the training staff may easily 
access the contents of the receptacle to carry out their training functions. 
When the doUy is needed as a seat, the receptacle is removed to expose 
the planar member for comfortably seating the individual. Finally, in this 
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Static mode, the vertically offset wheels are off the ground to ensure 
stability of the doily. 

10 Accordingly, a feature of this invention is the provision of a 
portable, Ught-weight, wheeled dolly suitable for transporting articles, 
while doubling as a seat in a static mode. 

1 1 Another feature hereof lies in the use of a support frame that may 
be pivoted to a closed position allowing for easy and compact storage. 

12 Still another feature of the invention is a baseball training aid to 
allow a coach or assisting personnel the convenience of retrieving 
baseballs from an elevated receptacle and avoid unnecessary back sprain 
associated widi rqjeated bending. 

1 3 These and other features of the invention will become clears to 
those skilled in the art, especially on reading the specification and 
drawings which follow. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

14 FIGURE lis a perspective view of the portable wheeled dolly of 
this invention, without the intended receptacle of baseballs, or other 
articles, where the dolly is shown in a static mode with the receptacle 
removed, revealing the convertible and collapsible chair. 

1 5 FIGURE 2 is a front view thereof, with parts shown in phantom to 
reveal internal certain details. 

16 FIGURE 3 is a top view of the portable wheeled dolly of Figures 
1 and 2, with hidden parts shown in phantom. 

17 FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the wheeled dolly of this 
invention, less the receptacle, showing the wheeled dolly in a partially 
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folded position for conveniently moving the wheeled dolly to selected 
locations, then repositioning same for seating. 

1 8 FIGURE 5 is a side view of the partially folded dolly of Figure 4. 

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiment 

19 The present invention relates to a portable, wheeled dolly for 
receiving a receptacle in transporting articles, such as a quantity of 
baseballs, to selected locations, where the receptacle may be removed 
and the dolly converted to a seat. In a storage mode, the dolly may be 
folded into a compact article. The invention hereof will now be 
described with regard to the several Figures, where like reference 
numerals represent like conqments or features throughout the various 
views. 

20 Turning now to Figures 1-5, illustrating a preferred embodiment 
for the wheeled article carrying dolly of the invention, tilie >^eeled dolly 
10 comprises first and second fi^e members 12, spaced apart and 
generally parallel to one anotho-, where the frame members are preferably 
tubular and circular or rectangular in cross-section. The frame members 
12 are joined together at the top by a U-shaped handle member 14, where 
the handle member consists of a pair of free legs 16, sized for shding 
engagement with the respective first and second fi^ame members 12, and 
a cross leg 18 joining the free legs 16, where the cross leg ftuictions as a 
convenient handle for transporting the wheeled dolly 10. The free legs 16 
and fiiame members 12 may be permanentiy or temporarily fixed to one 
another by mechanisms as known in the art. 

21 To fixedly space the first and second fi^e members apart, a 
pivotal platform 24 is positioned at midpoints, i.e. elevated, along the 
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Spaced apart frame members 12. The pivotal platform 24, preferably 
triangular in sh^e, at least at the front end 25 thereof, comprises a planar 
plate 26 with angled, downwardly extendmg, peripheral frame supports 
28. The planar plate 26, adjacent the frame members 12, is provided with 
and secured to a pair of Z-shaped brackets 30, where a first leg 31 is 
fixedly secured to a respective fi^e member 12, and a second leg 33 
mounting a cylindrical sleeve or axle 35 extending between supports 37, 
as best seen in Figure 4. The siq)ports 37 are secured to the underside of 
planar platform 24 and are pivotal therewith. As best observed in Figures 
2 and 4, the planar platform 24 is provided with a generally U-shaped 
under support member 39. Furdier, extending downwardly from the 
planar platform 24 in proximity to the front end 25 are a pair of spaced 
apart brackets 41 for pivotally mounting a support leg 43, as hereinafter 
described. 

As best seen in Figures 4 and 5, the support leg 43 is pivotally 
mounted between the brackets 41, from a fiilly folded position in 
essential contact with the underside of planar platform 24 to a fiilly 
extended transporting or seating position, see Figure 1 . For stabiUty, the 
support leg may include a broadened, closed foot member 45 to prevent 
its sinking into any loose ground. To temporarily secure the siq)port leg 
43 from coUs^sing, a two-part hinged locking arm 47 is provided. The 
hinged locldng arm, as seen in Figure 5, is pivotally secured to a cross 
member 49 extending at a midpoint between the free arms of the U- 
shaped siq)port membo* 39. The opposite end 51 is pivotally mounted to 
the side of support leg 43. In the fully extended position of Figure 1, the 
two-part hinged locking arm is straight and will be locked against 
movement, by means known in the art. To release the siq)port leg 43 
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from the position of Figure 1, one merely presses against the hinge point 
53 and moves the support leg 36 against the underside of planar 
platform 24. 

23 Figure 1 best illustrates the transporting mode for the wheeled dolly 
10 of this invention. That is, the extended planar platform 24 removably 
receives a receptacle, which for purposes of illustration may be seen in 
the parent co-pending appUcation. To convert the wheeled dolly to a 
seat, one merely removes the receptacle. An alternate mode for the 
wheeled dolly 10 is partially illustrated in Figures 4 and 5. Here the 
planar platform is shown in a partially folded position, where only 
completion of the pivoting will result in a very con[q)act device. The latter 
may be described best as a storage mode. 

24 Further, to faciUtate easy transportation of the dolly 10, the 
opposite or lower ends 54 of frame members 12 are provided with a 
broadened, closed foot members 56 and a transverse support 58 
extending therebetween. In this regard for transport stabihty, the upper 
sur&ce of planar plate 26 may be provided with one or more embossed 
ribs 65 to minimizing shifting of the receptacle. Additionally, each said 
lower end of the respective frame member 12 is provided with a U- 
shaped bracket 58 having a wheel 60 mounted for rotation between the 
arms of the bracket 58. Note that the brackets 58 are spaced vertically 
from the end 62 of of foot members 58 so as not to interfere with the set 
up of the dolly in seating position of Figure 1. However, in transporting 
the dolly, particularly over a rough terrain, when the dolly is angled 
backward, the wheels will contact the terrain and easy movement is 
accompUshed. 
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Since transporting may likely occur over roug^ terrain, as noted 
above, the upper ends of the respective frame members may include a 
bracket 64 to which may be temporarily secured a strap or cord extending 
about any receptacle loaded thereon. In use, the baseballs or other 
articles being transported, being situated in an elevated position, are 
readily available to the coach or other personnel, but vdien removed may 
become an instant seat. Finally, for added stabiUty, the spaced apart 
fiame members 12 may be provided with a cross member 66, particularly 
below the pivotal planar platform. 

It is understood that changes, variations and modifications may be 
made to the wheeled vehicle of this invention, especially by those skilled 
in the art, without departmg from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
Accordingly, no Umitation is intended to be imposed thereon except as set 
forth in the acconq)anying claims. 



